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we find manners.   In wars, we see the dispositions of people, their degrees of humanity, and other particulars.'    JOHN-SON. ' Yes ; but then you must take all the facts to get this ; and it is but a little you get.'    MONBODDO. 'And it is that little which  makes history valuable.'    Bravo! thought I; they agree like two brothers.    MONBODDO.  ' I am  sorry, Dr. Johnson, you were not longer at Edinburgh to receive the homage of our men of learning.'    JOHNSON. ' My lord, I received great respect and great kindness.'   BOSWELL. ' He goes back to Edinburgh after our tour.'    We talked of the decrease of learning in Scotland, and of the Muses' Welcome1. JOHNSON. ' Learning is much decreased in England, in my remembrance0.'    MONBODDO.  ' You, Sir, have lived to see its decrease in England, I its extinction in Scotland.'   However, I brought him to confess that the  High School of Edinburgh did well.    JOHNSON.  'Learning has decreased in England, because learning will not do so much for a man as formerly.    There arc other ways of getting preferment. Few bishops are now made for their learning.    To be a bishop, a man must be learned in a learned age,—factious in a factious age; but always of eminence0.    Warburton is an exception ;  though his learning alone did not  raise him. He was first an antagonist to Pope, and helped Theobald to publish his Sliakspcare; but, seeing Pope the rising man, when Crousaz attacked his Essay on Man, for some faults
and without offence. . . . Counsels as well as compliments are best conveyed in an indirect and oblique manner, and this renders biography as well as fable a most convenient vehicle for instruction. An ingenious gentleman was asked what was the best lesson for youth ; he answered, " The life of a good man." Being again asked what was the next best, he replied, " The life of a bad one."' Prior's Goldsmith,
i-395-
1 See ante, p. 64.
a Ten years later he said :—' There is now a great deal more learning in the world than there was formerly; for it is universally diffused.' Ante, April 29, 1783. Windham {Diary, p. 17) records 'Johnson's opinion that I could not name above five of my college acquaintances who read Latin with sufficient ease to make it pleasurable.'
3 See ante, 11.404.
whichst 'the biographical part of literature.' Ante, i. 492. Goldsmith said of biography:—' It furnishes us with an opportunity of giving advice freely
